Lesson Plan for Implementing iDesk into the Classroom
Date: 
Teacher:
Standard(s):
Objective:  Students will analyze the connotations of words and illustrate the relationship between related words using complete sentences and the iPad app iDesk Lite.  

Time Needed:  One regular class period. 
Introduction:
Conduct a brief discussion of what students may already know about connotation (“shades of meaning”).  Record prior knowledge on the screen using an iPad and the Whiteboard app.

Collaborative Work:

1. Have students open the app called Easily Confused Words.  This is a free app that groups words that are easily confused with one another.  The app features homophones, such as accept and except, but it also features words of similar meaning, such as fair, just, and impartial.  There is a very large selection of words for students to choose from; simply swipe your finger in a vertical motion to move up or down the list.  (To save time, or direct students toward a particular selection of words, mark certain entries as “favorites” beforehand.  Have students tap on the “favorites” tab to view your pre-approved list.)
2. In each group, have students choose an entry that has two to three words of similar meaning.  Ask students to example the meaning and example given for each related word.   Have students generate another example of the appropriate use for each word. Place this question on the board: How do you know which word is appropriate to use?
3. Facilitate discussion until each group arrives at the conclusion that figuring out correct word usage is often situational. 
4. Ask students to open the iDesk app.  Begin a new document.
5. Choose a set of related words ahead of time so you can model the following process.  Lead students in creating a Flow Map in iDesk and then help them to create a gradient arrow.  Use the Think Aloud strategy to model how to determine gradient factors by which your words can be organized. (Example: Positive to Negative, most negative to least negative, most intense to least intense, most powerful to least powerful, etc.)  

6. Now, show students how to label their gradient and order their words accordingly.  

7. The next step is to have students use the Easily Confused Words app as a scaffold to help them describe the specific connotation of each word.  You could also have students give a situational example for the correct use of each word. 

8. Ask each student to work individually to write a response to the following question:  Why do you think it might be important to understand the connotations of words?  

Conclusion:
To summarize the lesson, select some student groups to share out their Connotation Flow Map.  Poll the class to find similarities between projects that are shared out and those that aren’t.  Example:  Did anyone else organize their words in a similar way?  How did you elect to label your connotation gradient?
Extension:  

For homework or an additional project, have students create a Comic or write a short creative piece that uses each of their three related words correctly according to the most appropriate connotation.  
