Lesson Plan for Implementing Comic Life into the Classroom
Date: 
Teacher:
Standard(s):
Objective:  Students will create an advertisement or propaganda poster using a specific reasoning approach and the Comic Life app. 

Time Needed:  At least two regular class periods or one 90-minute block. 
Introduction:
Students will have previously learned about the types of reasoning employed in the media and written text, persuasive speeches, etc.  Review these types of reasoning as a group.  This can be a quick, verbal review. 

Next, tell students they will take on the role of advertising agent.  Have students brainstorm a list of random objects that would be difficult to sell.  For example: pet rock, rubber chicken, potato, etc. Share out ideas from each group and record them on the whiteboard or using a whiteboard app (such as MagicBoard, ShowMe, or ScreenChomp) – whatever you are comfortable using.  (This will allow you to filter ideas for appropriateness.)

In each group, have students reach consensus on which item they would like to advertise.  Give each group an index card with a specific type of reasoning and tell them that they must use the Comic Life app to create a print advertisement that would sell their product using the type of reasoning you have assigned.  

Collaborative Work:

1. Have students work together to come up with a plan before they open Comic Life on their iPads.  They should reach some sort of a consensus on a sales approach consistent with the type of reasoning they were assigned.  

2. Then, have students open the Comic Life app and tap on “New Comic.”  You can allow them to choose from a ready-made template or you can require them open a blank document and build a template from the ground up.  The first option might be better when working within a shorter time frame, but the second option would give students more creativity in their approach and would yield projects more diverse in appearance.  If you want to allow students to choose from ready-made templates, skip to step five.  If you want students to design their own, continue to step three.
3. Once a blank document is open, the background color for the document can be changed by tapping the icon that is a circle with a lower case “i” – this is the style icon.  You can tap “options” and select a color other than white for the background.  
4. Next, students can tap the icon that looks like a dog-eared sheet of paper – this is where students will tap “layout” and choose a set of frames for their comic.  There are many different collections of frames to choose from, so students can explore if they don’t see something they like at first.  
5. Now, students will need to collect pictures for their print advertisement.  You can either allow them to take their own pictures using the camera app, or they can search for pictures using Safari.  Students tap and hold on a picture to add it to their photos.  
6. Back in Comic Life, students will sequence the photos they are using in their advertisement.  If students do not need as many frames as they placed on their comic, they can simply tap a frame three times and select delete.  Words can be added using sentence boxes, bold lettering for emphasis, and thought/speech bubbles.  Continually remind students that their images and words need to work together to form a persuasive whole.  
7. As a final step, make certain that students have added a small box with their names and class period.  
8. There are several ways to share the final product.  Students could rotate in groups from iPad station to iPad station. They can evaluate and review one another’s work using the Advertisement Critique form.  Alternatively, you can print each image and have students participate in a Gallery Walk and critique at their own speed.  Finally, you could also ask each group to give a short oral presentation of their advertisement by connecting each iPad with the LCD projector using an iPad VGA adapter. 
Conclusion:
To summarize the lesson, have students explain which advertisements they thought were most effective and why.  Could they clearly identify which type of reasoning was used? As a ticket out the door, have students respond on a half sheet of paper in two to three complete sentences.

Extension:  

Have students collect print advertisements from newspapers, magazines, websites, or posters.  Work as a class to classify each advertisement according to type of reasoning used or sort into “most effective” and “less effective” categories.  

Information on saving final products for grading/display: 
To save a copy of student work for your records, give feedback on a hard copy, display exemplary work, etc., you can have students share their work with you in several ways.  First (and easiest), you can open Comic Life on your iPad and under “My Comics” you can tap the wrench to open your tools.  Tap “Open in Trays.”  Tap the “plus” sign to add your device and tap “done.”  Now, have your students open Comic Life on their iPad and under “My Comics,” they should select their comic to share with you.  Have students tap the wrench to open their tools, tap “Open In Trays” and then select your device from the list that appears.  This should send their comic to your device.  

However, if you experience technical difficulties, simply have students select their comic in “My Comics” and tap the “share” button beneath the comic thumbnail.  Tap “Add to Photo Library.”  Then, you can use the WiFi Photo app to access their camera roll at an individualized URL.  This is easier than it sounds – just have students open the app and record the exact URL that is shown.  When you load that website on your computer or iPad (with the app still open on the students’ iPad), you can access their photos and download the finished project onto your device.

